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Volunteer Opportunities at The River

There are many different opportunities to volunteer at The River Food Pantry. Below are the days and
times that we typically need your help. If you have any questions, please feel free to email us at

on Fridays. This

place makes a dif-

ference. Without
the River I

wouldn’t eat on

river@theriver-madison.org or call (608) 442-8815.

Monday: 1—4pm (clean the facilities, sort clothing)

Tuesday: 10:30am—6:30pm (Stock shelves, sort clothing, assist in the food pantry. Pantry session volun-
teers are needed 10:30am—12:30pm and 4:30—6:30pm).

Thursday: 11:30am—4pm (Stock shelves, sort clothing, clean, assist in the food pantry. Pantry session vol-
unteers are needed 11:30am—1:30pm

Friday nights.”

Friday: 1—4pm (cooking, must pre-register); 5—8pm (pantry, children’s area and meal servers)

-River client
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Pantry Financial Need

By Andy Czerkas

The River logged 2352 family
visits in April 2010, a 57% in-
crease over April 2009 and a
new record for pantry visits in
one month. Pantry usage has
grown 46% in the first 4
months of the year. We don’t

This means that the pantry is
spending more than ever on
food. From January to April,
our food expense rose 49%
over the same period last year,
going from $14,685 in 2009 to
$21,917 in 2010.

see this trend slowing down any As a result of increases in food

time soon as people continue
to struggle with unemployment.

costs, rent, utilities and other
expenses, The River is currently

running a deficit of
over $30,000
through the first
four months of the
year. We antici-
pated the increases

in our expendi-
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On Tuesdays, 10% of profits go to The
River. Make your dinner plans today!!

tures, though monthly giving
has not yet caught up to meet
the increase.l

Our Dream: One Step at a Time

By Jenny Czerkas

If you have ever volunteered at
The River, you are well aware
of how cramped our current
space has become. The River’s
Board of Directors has been
working on a long range facility
plan. The board recommended
we expand into additional
space available in our current
building, upgrade our kitchen
to commercial status and ex-
tend our lease 7 to 10 years.

Our landlord quickly rented
the additional space to us, but
was not able to provide a long
term lease. Upgrading the
kitchen will be a significant
expense, so this project is on
hold for now. A commercial

kitchen will allow us the oppor-
tunity to host fundraising
events such as a spaghetti din-
ner or pancake breakfast.

Looking ahead, The River will
need to find a permanent
home. We want to thank
Robin Stroebel, CEO of Inte-
rior Logic, who recently do-
nated a comprehensive sche-

matic design for a possible new
building. The design for the

“We know what our dream
building would look like.”

20,000-square-foot building,
valued at $4000, is intended to
provide the most efficient use
of space for functions including

gardens, a client-based food
pantry, a commercial kitchen, a
free clothing room, and chil-
dren’s play and stage area.

Robin’s generous donation has
helped us understand how
much space we require for our
existing services. And now we
know what our dream building

would look like.

There are no plans to start a
capital campaign in the imme-
diate future. Our first priority
is raising enough support to
meet our monthly obligations.
In the meantime, if you happen
to know someone who might
want to donate some land on
the Northside, feel free to send
them on over! B

Best of 2010 continued from page 1

We are excited to report that
we have received two much-
needed grants already this year.

The pantry received a grant
from the Madison Rotary
Foundation to use for the
installation of donated HVAC
equipment. The total cost for
this project is $9,000, the
Rotary grant will cover $5,500.
We still need to raise another

$3,500. Air conditioning is
critical to safe food storage. It is
not unusual for the indoor
temperature to be 95+ in the
summer months.

We were able to purchase a 12
passenger van in April with a
generous grant from the
Madison Community
Foundation. The purchase
allows us to offer safe and
reliable transportation to

pantry clients and volunteers.

Thank you MCF!!

Finally, we are proud to share
that in 2009 our overhead costs
were calculated by our auditors
to be .538%, which
means that over 99 cents
of every dollar was put
directly to supplying
food and clothes to
needy families.

UW volunteers

DONATION
HOURS:
Monday:
9:30am—5:30pm
Tuesday:
10:30am—7:30pm
Thursday:
9:30am—7:30pm
Friday:
1lam—9pm

NEEDS:

Food:

* Canned Protein
(Tuna, Chicken,
Spam, etc.)

* Canned Pasta Meals

* Canned Fruit

* Canned Veggies

» Cereal

* Hamburger, Tuna
Helper

= Soup

» Pasta

* Canned Pasta Sauces

Personal Items:

= Soap, Lotions, TP,
Diapers, Vitamins

= Shampoo &
Conditioner

* Feminine Hygiene
Items
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THE

RIVER

FOOD PANTRY

2201 Darwin Road

THE

RIVER

FOOD PANTRY

HOURS OF OPERATION

(Donation Hours on Page 3)

TUESDAYS
Food & Clothing Pantry: 11-12:30 P.M. & 5-6:30 P.M.

THURSDAYS
Food & Clothing Pantry: 12 - 1:30 P.M.

FRIDAYS
Registration: 5 -7:00 P.M.
Pantry, Clothing and Dinner: 6:00 P.M. - Until Everyone
is Served

ABOUT THE RIVER FOOD PANTRY

The River Food Pantry was created to serve the low
income neighborhoods concentrated along Northport
Drive and the NE side of Madison, but the pantry is
open to all Dane County residents. We are located in an
11,000 square foot warehouse at the end of Northport
Drive, at 2201 Darwin Road, Madison, WI. Hours of
operation are on the left of this page. We provide pantry
assistance, hot nutritious meals, clothing and household
goods and furniture. Your support is absolutely critical

to meeting the needs of families in our area. No family

should go hungry just because they cannot afford to buy
food. We can affect so many lives by giving them hope.
Please consider financially supporting the River Food
Pantry today.  If you are interested in learning more
about the River Food Pantry, please contact us at (608)
442-8815 or e-mail us at river@theriver-madison.org. We

would be happy to hear from you!

THE RIVER FOOD PANTRY ISA NON-PROFIT 501(C)(3) ORGANIZATION AND YOUR CONTRIBUTION ISTAX DEDUCTIBLE

If you would prefer to be removed from our mailing list please contact us by phone or email.

The River Food Pantry ¢ 2201 Darwin Road ¢ Madison, W1 53704 ¢ Phone: (608) 442-8815 ¢ www.theriver-madison.org
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