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Our Mission: 
To bring a message of mercy and hope to those in need by 

providing nutritional basics and encouragement; to be a 
unifying, servant hearted and community building expression 

of Jesus Christ in Madison. 
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The River Food Pantry 2009 Annual Report 
 
The River Food Pantry served a record number of people in 2009 and saw the financial struggle in a 
personal way through the lives of our client families.  Our nation’s economic struggles in 2009 were felt 
by all Americans, though, as we saw through the lives of our clients, the poor were hit the hardest: 
foreclosures, layoffs, medical bills and deeper financial pain. Pantry usage increased by 70% over 2008. 
The significance of The River to our city’s social safety net was confirmed this past year as the River 
became the busiest food pantry in Madison and surrounding Dane County. Thankfully, 2009 also 
brought an increase in 
donations and greater 
community awareness of the 
pantry’s mission.   
 
The need is immense.  One of 
our new client families in 
2009 said, “My husband and I 
are one of the families 
utilizing the services at The 
River Food Pantry.  In the last 
year, one or both of us have 
been unemployed.  He has 
been working since last fall, but at a much lower pay rate, and I have been unemployed for 3 months.” 

 
 
Food Pantry, Hot Meals and Free Clothing 
 
In keeping with yearly trends, pantry usage once again increased tremendously in 2009. The River 
served 58,789 individuals last year, a 70% increase over 2008. Pantry usage rose to an average of over 
500 households per week in the second half of the year. We distributed over $808,257 worth of food this 
past year and $569,100 worth of clothing. 
 

In August, The River expanded its space by 3000 square 
feet into an adjacent area in the same building, giving us 
more food storage space, additional offices and loading 
dock, and expanded food pantry area, making the pantry 
less crowded and allowing us to serve more people in 
one session. 
 
The River received 2 substantial grants that allowed us 
to replace our inadequate refrigeration units with quality 
commercial freezers and a walk-in cooler. These new 

units have made a tremendous difference in our ability to distribute perishable food. 



_______________________________________

This bar chart shows the stee
 

  
  
 
We served 18,320 meals on Friday evenings, serving between 250 and 350 dinners each week.
work hard to provide tasty and nutritious meals.
 
A recent volunteer in the kitchen had this to say, 
cooking, satisfying thousands of diners.  But in all those years, nothing has satisfied my own appetite as 
much as cooking at The River.  It fills my heart.  What was missing in those high
serving the public was the kindness and compassion served up at The River.  I was also surprised by the 
freshness and quality of the food served, the choices of entrees and the kitchen’s attention to sanitation, 
qualities normally found in high-end comm
 

The pantry continues to receive free flower bouquets each Friday for our 
tables. At the end of the dinner, the bouquets are made available for anyone to 
take home.  This has been a really popular service.
 
We’ve also been able to provid
nights.  Bands and individual musicians, serenaded our dinner attendees.  
bands include

Jones.  One evening an entire college choir came to sing for us.  We hope that these services contribute 
to making people feel cared for and spec
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chart shows the steep increases in demand we have had each year.

We served 18,320 meals on Friday evenings, serving between 250 and 350 dinners each week.
work hard to provide tasty and nutritious meals. 

A recent volunteer in the kitchen had this to say, “I have spent most of my time in kitchens, managing or 
cooking, satisfying thousands of diners.  But in all those years, nothing has satisfied my own appetite as 
much as cooking at The River.  It fills my heart.  What was missing in those high
serving the public was the kindness and compassion served up at The River.  I was also surprised by the 
freshness and quality of the food served, the choices of entrees and the kitchen’s attention to sanitation, 

end commercial kitchens.” 

The pantry continues to receive free flower bouquets each Friday for our 
tables. At the end of the dinner, the bouquets are made available for anyone to 
take home.  This has been a really popular service. 

We’ve also been able to provide live music several times a month on Friday 
nights.  Bands and individual musicians, serenaded our dinner attendees.  
bands included High Country, High Ridge Bluegrass, Mouldy Jam and Skip 

One evening an entire college choir came to sing for us.  We hope that these services contribute 
to making people feel cared for and special. 
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I come because I can choose the food I need.  I 
have been to other pantries and I keep coming 
here because of the quality of the food. 

--Lisa, River client 
 

Food Supply : 
 
Because of increased need, our food costs soared to almost $70,000 in 2009. August through November 
were especially difficult months. The River was forced to purchase food from local grocery wholesalers 
and low cost retailers. We anticipate needing to purchase quite a bit of wholesale food this coming year. 
 
The River obtains about 80% of its food from our food 
banks, Second Harvest Foodbank of Southern Wisconsin 
and Community Action Coalition for South Central 
Wisconsin, whose partnerships we are very thankful for. 
 
As the economy deteriorated this year and the pantry 
usage accelerated, the availability of donated food 
through our food bank decreased. Though we struggled at 
times, we were able to keep sufficient nutritious food on 
our shelves through a variety of means.  We bought low 
cost remaining inventory from several grocery stores 
which were closing. The National “W” Club which 
manages concessions at all University of Wisconsin 
athletic contests donated considerable amounts of 
perishable food items. Local businesses, churches and 
other organizations helped with substantial food drives. 
 
 
Volunteers:  
 
Our volunteer base has held steady as over 4700 volunteers logged 26,690 hours of service in 2009. We 
need 30-45 volunteers on Friday night and 15-20 for each of the Tuesday and Thursday sessions. A huge 
encouragement to us again is the number of clients who also volunteer at the pantry, a practice we 
strongly encourage. Approximately 25% of our volunteers are also pantry clients. Together we have 
built a community that is united in service. 
 
Our relationship with the Dane County Ferris Center is very 
beneficial to both the pantry and the inmates. Ferris Center 
volunteers provide a reliable and capable core group for pantry 
preparation and distribution of food during pantry sessions. They 
also help staff our concession stands at the University of Wisconsin 
football and basketball games. 
 
The pantry, in exchange, offers the inmates an opportunity to 
become part of our serving community. This is a new and life changing experience for some of them. A 
number of inmates continue to serve in the pantry long after their release, viewing their participation as 
an important part of a new lifestyle. 
 
 
 



_______________________________________

Staff: 
The River had 3 part time employees in
and Pantry Assistant.  Jenny Czerkas is paid for her first 20 hours per week and then donates an 
additional 30 hours each week. 
 
 
Executive Board: 
Our executive board increased to five members this year: Jim Carrier, Jan McGill, Steve Sachtjen, Jenny 
Czerkas and Andy Czerkas. 
 
�
Advisory Board: 
Advisory Board members are Al Bachmann, Ritchie Baumann, Tim Bolhuis, Bridget Bradley, David 
Gerry, Shane Holden, Charlene &
John Plumitis, Tom Thuemling and Brandon Vincent.   
 
 
Finances: 
We put our hard earned dollars to work
goes directly to program services.  We are proud that our administrative 

The pantry successfully participated in the Combined Charitab
second year. We expect that, as the pantry becomes better 
known in Madison, revenues from the Combined Charitable 
Campaign will increase in the coming years.
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Volunteers working our 
UW Concessions stand. 

had 3 part time employees in 2009, our Director, Jenny Czerkas, a half time Kitchen Manager
Jenny Czerkas is paid for her first 20 hours per week and then donates an 

ard increased to five members this year: Jim Carrier, Jan McGill, Steve Sachtjen, Jenny 

Advisory Board members are Al Bachmann, Ritchie Baumann, Tim Bolhuis, Bridget Bradley, David 
Gerry, Shane Holden, Charlene & Dave Hubble, Len Lindsay, Martee & Jim Mikalson, Rick Miles, 
John Plumitis, Tom Thuemling and Brandon Vincent.    

We put our hard earned dollars to work at The River.  Of every dollar we spend, a whopping 99.5 cents 
rvices.  We are proud that our administrative overhead is so low.   

 
This pie chart shows a breakdown of 
our expenses. 
 
Our year end fundraising campaign was 
quite successful and covered all deficits 
created by the increased pantry usage.
 
The pantry continued to operate a 
concession stand at the University of 
Wisconsin football and men’s 
basketball games for the third year. This 
provided us with an additional $10,000 
of income.  
 

The pantry successfully participated in the Combined Charitable Campaign through United Way for the 
second year. We expect that, as the pantry becomes better 
known in Madison, revenues from the Combined Charitable 
Campaign will increase in the coming years. 
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Statement of Financial Position
Year Ended December 31, 2009 and 2008
 
 
 
 
ASSETS 
   Cash 
   Note Receivable 
   Prepaid Expenses 
   Promise to give – net 
   Property and Equipment - net
 
Total Assets  
 
LIABILITIES  
   Accounts payable and accrued expenses
 
NET ASSETS 
   Unrestricted  
   Temporarily restricted 
 
      Total net assests 
 
Total liabilities and net assets
 
 
A copy of the annual audit in its entirety is available upon request. 
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Statement of Financial Position  
Year Ended December 31, 2009 and 2008  

 2009  2008 
    
$ 162,043  127,257
 -  1,375
 331  3,208
 12,000  13,847

net  80,019  75,086
   
$ 254,393  220,77
   
$ 4,385  3,15

Accounts payable and accrued expenses    
   
   
 238,008  203,209
 12,000  14,412
   
 250,008  217,621
   

Total liabilities and net assets  $ 254,393  220,773
    

A copy of the annual audit in its entirety is available upon request.  
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2009 Monetary Donations 
 

 

$10,000 and more  Robert & Linda Straughn Roundys Foundation  
David & Jean Gerry Barry & Kathy Van Veen Erin Rufledt 
Ted & Donna Gerry Keith Vanden Wymelenberg Randy & Hilary Schwartz 
Madison Community Foundation Lee & Mary Waldhart Lana Scott 
National W Club Concessions Karl & Darlene Williams Anne & Rusty Smith 
Housing Ministries of American   Kenton & Marlene Sorenson 
     Baptists in WI $300 to $999 Steve & Renee Springer 
 Travis & Amy Agnew Joshua & Stacy Stokdyk 
$4,000 to $9,999 Bettsey & Alan Barhorst Tom & Teresa Thuemling 
Andy & Jenny Czerkas Ritchie Baumann David & Marian Torkelson 
EPIC Systems Corporation Theresa & David Beck-Engel Gary & Janet Tupy 
Genesis Painting Mary E Belock Paul & Val Vanden Boom 
Jeff Havey Michael & Kathleen Bingham Gary Zeimet 
Mad City Church Sarah Boswell  
Madison Rotary Foundation Carmen & Tucker Boyd $100 to $299  
Tracy Sargent Cheryl Bradley & Jonathon  Rhonda Arndt 
Todd & Kara Schwartz      Lombard Anchor Bank 
Robert & Karen West Cuna Mutual Group Foundation,  Ellen Barnard 
      Inc. Boyd & Toni Bender 
$1,000 to $3,999 Daniel & Stacy Dacko Jennifer Bergstrom 
Jim & Char Bradley Dave & Michelle Dalsoren Kristi Blabaum 
Calvary Gospel Church Pierre Deboisblanc Bridget Bradley 
Roy Carter James & Jessica Doyle and  Bradley Farms 
Geraldo & Brie Chapa      Office Staff Darci & Chelci Bryan 
Central Dane County Chapter of       Philip & Claire Dreis Corinna Burger 
     Thrivent Financial Margaret Harris Craig Burk 
Damascus Road Church Bonita Heck Michael & Daminga Cavill 
Nate & Theresa Ellis High Country Electric Bonnie Cooley 
Misty Garcia & Eric Lantz Laura Hogan Ed & Diane Corcoran 
Marc & Kim Flood Patti Holden College Dems 
John & Alice Gibson Claire James Penny Duane 
Ken & Betty Hill Roxanne Kading DuWayne's Salons 
Betty Hilliard Matt & Sarah Kirk James Esmoil 
Hooper Foundation Kristin Kirkconnell Jamie & Ben Fisher 
Hope Crossing Community Allison Krizo Colleen Frey 
     Church Jack & Kristi Lepak Ron & Lucy Gibson 
Jody Knetter Len Lindsay Tom & Janice Hanson 
Madison Chiropractic-North Jim and Martee Mikalson Peggy Hedberg 
Sharon McDougal - New Life Carla Mollien Renee Herber 
     Christian Center Trent Nichols Tammy & Peter Herman 
Rick & Carol Miles Karen Nickels Berdene Hesse 
Morgan Stanley Foundation Susan Nolte Dr James & Anne Hill 
Ron & Paula Reif Northside Business Association Sarah Hinton 
John & Nancy Rolfsmeyer Park & Recreation Products, INC. Melissa Janz 
Steve & Shari Sachtjen Jack & Cheryl Parrino Karen Johnson 
Charles Smalley Tom & Michele Pellitteri Mark & Helen Jones 
Dan & Beth Spransy John Plumitis Sarah Kidd 
Karen & Bob Stanforth Anthony (AJ) Regali  
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$100 to $299 (Cont.)  $50 to $99 Jean Williams 
James & Lori Knishka Drew & Joyce Allen Deborah Zoll 
Page Krause Sarah & Scott Anderson And Many Anonymous Donors  
Rosemary & David Laforest Gary & Rebecca Behling  
Michael & Marcia Linton Lynn Belleau  

Macys Foundation Donald & Joanne Bender 2009 In Kind Donations 
Justin & Anne Markofski Sally Bostad Alpha Baking Company 
Doris A. Marten Kay Bradley American Indoor Environments 
Ginny Martinson Stephen & Mary Brenton Bill Doran Company 
Jonathan & Aleta McGee Zach Bruns Douglas Bollig 
Jim & Elaine McNeil Linda Buckley Sudie Burnham 
Dennis & Darleen Michaelis Debra & David Christoph Jim Carrier 
Linda & Bernie Micke Julie M Cross Jim Conant 
Gerald Mowris & Leah Sachtjen Jim Dallman Cub Foods East 
Rhonda & Rick Nass Mary Dallman David Facklam 
Martha Olsen & Robert Nolan Susan Demal Family Christian Bookstore 
Mary & David Paulson Mark & Wendy Dickson Jeff Freppon 
Danielle Pellitteri Anne Marie Elvekrog Carolyn Gantner 
Fred Peters Drywall &  Emily & Lief Erickson III Java Cat 
     Remodeling Christina Flaherty Jan McGill 
Scott Phillips Christine Galinat Martee Mikalson 
Perry & Bethany Pickhardt James & Peggy Govier Pellitteri Waste Systems 
Gary & Diana Pings Angela Gullikson Pierces Northside Market 
Scott & Christine Podboy Charles & Jean Hadden ROF Enterprises 
Laurel Rice Donald Harris Roundys Foundation 
Richard & Elizabeth Riesen Taryn & Jon Hullsiek Starbucks Coffee 
Kenneth & Dawn Robertson Victor G Johnson Norman Toso 
Stephen & Kathleen Rothering Christina Lee And Many Anonymous Donors  
Amanda & Chris Rudolph Richard Lindroth  
James & Mary Claire Salerno Jeff & Kathy Manthei  
Susan Salisbury Jill Teske & Merritt Mapp The River Food Pantry 
William Schallert Michael & Cindy Marecek appreciates the many others   
Terry & Vickie Schlick Susan Marth who have contributed at amounts 
Tom & Jill Schroeckenthaler Karen Mitten less than $50.  We are grateful 
James Sirianni Tara Ninmann for their support and regret that 
Sharene & David Smith Efosa Ojomo we do not have the space to list 
Donna Smith Julie Parks them all.  
Becky & Roger Smith Bob & Rita Petersen  
Karen Solheim Mary Hawkins-Podby & Raymond  
Stacie Swiggum      Podboy  
Royden Tull Alice Reuter  
TZ of Madison Christine & Robert Selk  
Bob & Adrienne Van Norman Barbara Smith  
Jay Wadd Roger & Marilyn Stauter  
Wartburg College Barbara Thoni  
Adam Wilmet Daniel & Carol Vale  
Al & Michelle Yingling Penny & Greg Vodak  
David Zweifel Patricia Watson  

 


